
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 
                           JANUARY 20, 2015 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 2015 
17  Wakulla Arbor Day 
20  Chapter Meeting 

February 
7  Wildlife Heritage and Out- 
    doors Festival, SMNWR 
17  Chapter Meeting 

March 
17  Chapter Meeting 

 

CHAPTER MEETINGS THIS WINTER 
 

Tues, Jan. .20Tues, Jan. .20Tues, Jan. .20Tues, Jan. .20   John Melton: Pruning   John Melton: Pruning   John Melton: Pruning   John Melton: Pruning 
RightRightRightRight    

Tues., Feb. 17   Sounds ofSammy Tues., Feb. 17   Sounds ofSammy Tues., Feb. 17   Sounds ofSammy Tues., Feb. 17   Sounds ofSammy 
and Sandy Tedder: Local Waters and Sandy Tedder: Local Waters and Sandy Tedder: Local Waters and Sandy Tedder: Local Waters 
Through the SeasonsThrough the SeasonsThrough the SeasonsThrough the Seasons    

Tues., Mar. 17    Allie Perryman Tues., Mar. 17    Allie Perryman Tues., Mar. 17    Allie Perryman Tues., Mar. 17    Allie Perryman 
(FWC): Gopher Tortoise(FWC): Gopher Tortoise(FWC): Gopher Tortoise(FWC): Gopher Tortoise    

 
_____________________________ 

The Sarracenia Chapter meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month September– No-
vember and January–May. Meetings are 
held at 6:30 PM at the Wakulla Public 
Library, Crawfordville, Fla. The public 
is invited. 

 

�  �  � 
The purpose of the Florida Native Plant 
Society is to preserve, conserve, and 
restore the native plants and native 
plant communities of Florida. 
 

 

FNPS Conference Coming Our Way 
David Roddenberry 

For a second time in five years, the Con-
ference of the Florida Native Plant Soci-
ety will be held in Tallahassee in 2015. 
Development of the specific content by 
FNPS officers is underway. 

The Sarracenia Chapter had been in ex-
istence only four years last time, in 2010, 
and could play only small parts. While 
there is no sponsoring chapter for 2015 
(and we haven’t the conceit to think we 
could take that part if there were), this 
time we expect some Sarracenia roles 
much more material —and visible. 

Some of the Conference social and field 
events in this affair themed “Born to 
Burn” will come south from Tallahassee. 
FNPS members from all over Florida 
will come out into Sarracenia Chapter 
country. We might think of them as 
coming into the good hands of Sarrace-
nia. From now to then, we’re going to 
need much communication in the Chap-
ter to do our best to help FNPS and our-
selves. Watch for further information. 

The FNPS Conference runs May 28 to 
May 31 —the Thursday through Sunday 
after observed Memorial Day. 

 
 
No December Chapter Meeting 
Sarracenia’s board has taken the mes-
sage and chosen not to go head-to-head 
with the holidays for a December chap-
ter meeting. Our third-Tuesday formula 
lands deep in the holdiays, and atten-
dance has been mashed severely each 
time in December. We’ll pick up with 
January 2015. 

 

Winter Flower, Fire Flower 
David Roddenberry 

I’ll come clean first: if North Florida 
botanist Wilson Baker hadn’t asked me 
three years ago if I was seeing much 
wiregrass gentian flowering down my 
way, I could still be oblivious of that 
gem of the flatwoods today. It was right 
around New Year’s Day at the time, so I 
wondered (to myself, fortunately) at 
Wilson’s asking me about a wildflower 
just then. He told me more, and two 
days later I headed 1½ mile from home, 
to where a memorably hot fire had been 

cont.  p.3  “Winter Flower” 
 

 
Season’s 

Greetings 
  � 
Yule 

Tidings  
  � 
Winter  
   Solstice   

Wishes  
 

 
Nature’s own ornaments, wild fruits of Ly-
ceum carolinianum, from St. Marks 
NWR; photo by Linda Smith; related article 
by Bill Petty below 
 

—INSIDE—    

––––Viburnums  / Dr. George Weaver 
––––Natives in the FSU Landscape / 

Linda Smith 

––––MORE 
 
Christmasberry 

Bill Petty 
While walking along a spit of sand be-
hind the St. Marks lighthouse with a 
friend, I noticed a thin-leafed plant that 
looked like rosemary. I remarked that I 
thought it was false rosemary (Conradina 
canescens). We wondered if it really did 
grow as far east as the St. Marks Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. Along the dune, 
there were more of the plants and they 
were huge compared to the usual false 
rosemary that occurs on the coast near 
Carrabelle. 

Conradina canescens and visitor by Kitty 
Loftin  

On closer inspection, I noticed fruit that 
looked like birds-eye pepper. Now, 

cont.  p.2,  “Christmasberry” 
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Natives in the FSU Landscape 
Linda Smith 

Recently I and two other Sarracenia 
Chapter members took a tour of the 
Florida State University (FSU) campus 
with David MacManus, Assistant Direc-
tor of Grounds Maintenance and Land-
scape Operations for FSU. David was 
generous with his time and knowledge 
about the many aspects of this beauti-
fully landscaped campus. We all had 
fun and walked off the chill of the morn-
ing with no problem. 
Throughout the campus North Florida 
natives are skillfully added to groupings 
of non-natives and natives from South 
Florida, Arizona and Texas. Different 
kinds of gardens have been established, 
including a roof top garden, several 
wildflower gardens, xeric sites and a 
small herb garden. Natives are used as 
accent plants, special purpose plants 
and as mass plantings. 

an FSU rooftop garden 

The landscape tackles a lot of difficult 
situations. Turf in medians has been 
replaced with gardens of shrubs, flow-
ers, and tough, dry-site natives like 
Yucca filamentosa (often “beargrass in the 
local lexicon”). Wax myrtle is used to 
shield mechanical devices. Needle palm 
has survived a few feet from a hot steam 
vent where temperatures can get over 
140 degrees. David showed us two 
berms that were set up to re-direct foot 
traffic. One was a very pretty perennial 
garden of non-natives but included the 
garnet and gold of Gaillardia.  
Throughout the grounds, saw palmetto 
is used for foundation plantings. These 
plants are effectively surrounded by 
non-native landscape plants like dwarf, 
non-seeding Nandina, Liriope and crepe 
myrtle. The saw palmetto grows to sizes 
that compliment the large buildings. 
The Texas native, mesquite, is a very 
graceful, delicate and thorny tree. It 
compliments a stairway, opposite a 
planting of palmetto. It may be the only 
specimen of mesquite in the region. 
One of the most successful trees that 
have have been planted is the Southern 
Magnolia and cultivars of this beautiful 
evergreen. Efforts to grow our lovely 
sweetbay Magnolia  are working so far. 
It is not known why river birch has not 
done well in this area of Tallahassee. 

Loblolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus) and 
winged elm have also had difficulty.  
FSU is also assembling a collection of 
native pines. They have loblolly, slash, 
sand pine, spruce pine, long leaf and 
short leaf pine.  
Healthy beds of dwarf Walter's Vibur-
num blend nicely with other non-native 
shrubs. The sturdy dwarf yaupon holly 
is thriving. Both of these shrubs are 
spaced well apart and have not required 
pruning or shearing. The dwarf culti-
vars of the Viburnum and yaupon holly 
are good substitutes for boxwood. These 
beds, like other parts of the campus, are 
fertilized only very lightly and water is 
rationed conservatively. 
One parsley leaved hawthorn was 
tucked into a cluster of palms. Trumpet 
vine wound it's way up some old pine 
trees, and our native lime stone rock 
from Wakulla county brightened a 
planting area. 
Although the wildflower beds were 
mostly put to rest for the winter, we 
could imagine them in our mind's eye. 
Broomsedge (Andropogon sp. —not 
really a sedge) and sea oats gave the 
area some height and interest in the au-
tumn. We could imagine the blooms of 
the Stokesia, Coreopsis lanceolata, sneeze 
weed (Helenium), Rudbeckia mollis and 
sand cone flower. A passion vine was 
beginning to grow in one garden. 
Maybe there will be more Gulf fritillary 
butterflies using this vine for larva food. 
We all were very grateful to Gallardia 
which bloomed in strong clusters all 
over  campus in bright garnet and gold. 

 
 Christmasberry    continued from p.1 
Conradina is in the family Lamiaceae and 
would not have a fruit like that of a 
member of the family Solanaceae! We 
took some photos so I could do some 
research later. (One of the photos is our 
holiday ornament on page 1 —ed.) 
It turned out that the plant, and there 
was lots of it, is called Christmasberry 
or Carolina desert-thorn (Lycium caro-
linianum). Both the false rosemary and 
the Christmasberry grow in coastal 
dunes along the Gulf Coast of the Flor-
ida Panhandle, both have small laven-
der flowers (but the flowers do not have 
the same shape), and both have needle-
like leaves similar to those of “real” 
rosemary.  There are also plants in the 
genus Calamintha that grow in coastal 
dunes in the western Panhandle and 
have leaves and flowers similar to Con-
radina, but they are rare in our area and 
have very fragrant leaves. 

So, I made a mistake but I learned some-
thing. I had never even heard of Christ-
masberry before, though I’m sure I had 
seen it and mis-identified it. Perhaps we 
need events like this to bless us with 
humility during this season. Merry 
Christmas, plant lovers! 

 

Flowering Viburnums In North Flor-
ida  

George Weaver 
The Viburnum genus includes many 
species spread across the temperate 
Northern Hemisphere (it is considered a 
national symbol in Ukraine). Although 
some species grow large enough to be 
considered trees, most are classified as 
shrubs. In our area, at least five native 
Viburnum species can be found, and all 
provide a showy display of white flow-
ers and have colorful autumn foliage. 
All Viburnum species have opposite 
leaves but with a wide range of leaf 
shapes and features. The flowers are 
produced in flat-topped corymbs made 

inflorescence of V. obovatum / George 
Weaver 
up of many small white to creamy pink 
flowers. Fruits are drupes that turn from 
red to blue/black. Most Viburnum spe-
cies in our area are deciduous, but V. 
obovatum, one of our most common local 
species, is evergreen. (Likewise tropical 
introductions in the genus, e.g., V. odora-
tissimum —the often-planted “sweet 
viburnum” from Asia.) 
V. obovatum, commonly known as Wal-
ter’s viburnum or small-leaf viburnum, 
is found primarily in acidic, moist 
woods, near streams or in swamps. The 
opposite leaves are typically small and 
entire; similar in size to those of Ilex 
vomitoria (yaupon holly). The woody 
plant often has multiple trunks and can 
develop into thickets. This tree-like 
shrub is one of the very first hardwood 
species to bloom in the early spring (as 
early as February). Although naturally 
occurring in moist areas, this native also 
grows well in other settings and is rec-
ommended as a landscape plant.  
Also found locally, but in drier and  

fall foliage of V. rufidulum / George 
Weaver 
more elevated habitats,  is V. rufidulum 
(rusty blackhaw). This shrub or small 

cont.  p.3  “Viburnums” 
 



 3

Viburnums    continued from p.2 
 tree has fairly large, leathery, serrate 
leaves and the petioles are distinctly 
“rusty-hairy,” which is the basis for the 
common name. Bark is similar to that of 
the flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) 
and ranges in color from reddish brown 
to black. The flower clusters are much 
larger in width (up to 6”) than those for 
V. obovatum and appear in April/May. 
Perhaps the most distinguishing charac-
teristic of this species is the bright au-
tumn leaf colors —bronze to red. 
Closely related in terms of habitat to V. 
rufidulum, but less common in our area, 
are V. dentatum (arrowwood) and V. 
acerifolium (maple-leaf viburnum). As 
the common names suggest, these 
plants have coarsely toothed or maple-
shaped leaves, respectively. Both these 
species range all the way to Canada and 
have wine-red to purple autumn leaf 
colors. The final species of local impor-
tance is V. nudum (possumhaw, wild 
raisin). Commonly found in boggy or 
moist settings in our region, V. nudum 
has relatively large (up to 6”) opposite 
leaves with a glossy green appearance. 
As with the other species in this group, 
the flowers clusters are large and showy 
and the autumn colors are red/purple. 
While it is difficult to find native Vibur-
num species in many nurseries, all our 
local varieties are considered hardy and 
attractive as landscape plants. While the 
non-native Viburnums are easier to find, 
the creamy white flowers and colorful 
autumn foliage associated with our de-
ciduous species make finding them 
worth the effort. Be on the lookout for V. 
obovatum as the first sign of the begin-
ning of spring. 
(Evidently the many non-native Viburnums 
in the nursery trade in Florida do not es-
cape. None are among the 4,000+ plants 
listed in the online Atlas of Florida Vascular 
Plants as growing outside of cultivation in 
the state. —ed.) 

 
Winter Flower    continued from p.1 
applied the previous August to some 
200 acres of wet longleaf pine flatwoods 
in St. Marks NWR. In less than a minute 
and less than 40 yards inside the Refuge 
gate, I saw white down in the wiregrass. 
I beheld my first Gentiana pennelliana 

flower of  G. pennelliana, and associate 
 —endemic and endangered, but bask-
ing big-as-you-please in the winter sun. 
Wet flatwoods with a luxuriant wire-

grass complement is the habitat of wire-
grass gentian. Like so many other herbs 
(and the wiregrass itself), it goes to the 
trouble of flowering only after fire 
sweeps the land. And you won’t know 
the species is there when it isn’t flower-
ing. Small and low, with a few small 
leaves (linear, opposite), it’s just too in-
conspicuous as its vegetative self. But 
the snowy flower, if vigorous and open 
to 2–3 inches across, is likely to be seen 
from 10 yards. 
This species must have been squeezed 
greatly by the long absence of fire in so 
much of the pine flatwoods of our area. 
And one would infer that the red-
cockaded woodpecker has now come to 
its aid —or, rather, management to save 
the woodpecker has now come to its 
aid. 
Prescribed fire is now maintaining ap-
preciable areas of wet pine flatwoods 
still having high ecological function. So 
from late November to mid-January, 
those wiregrass gentian flowers will do 
their showy basking in places in Wa-
kulla and Franklin Counties and else-
where in a tiny global range confined to 
the Central Panhandle of Florida. 

SMNWR’s principal occurrence of wet 
pine flatwoods is in its west extremity. 
The Refuge presents a good opportunity 
to find flowers of wiregrass gentian near 
US 319 a little south of Sopchoppy. The 
relatively good quality of those flat-
woods, now getting washed by fire at 
fairly short intervals, is conspicuous. 
The place that got fire in August 2011 
had a lightning season burn in 2014, for 
a 33-month interval. The wiregrass gen-
tian is fairly shouting its appreciation 
there right now. 

 

About Our Garden at the Wakulla 
County Public Library 

Linda Smith 
Volunteers in the Iris Garden Club and 
Sarracenia have brought our native 
plant garden at the Wakulla County 
Public Library to near maturity. The 
persistence of the volunteers, with other 
support from the two organizations has 
resulted in a fine collection of wildflow-
ers, grasses, and trees and shrubs. 
We want this garden to be all it can be. 
If you have a little time once a month, 
will you help to weed? If we have sev-
eral people the work is light, and the 
results are so worth the effort.  
Please schedule an hour of time, once a 
month or more, on the mornings of the 
2nd Tuesday of each month. You can 
also call Linda Smith at 608-799-0914 to 
find another time to come out. We will 
teach you what we are learning in ex-
change for an hour of your time. Thank 
you. 

 

Administering Native 
David Roddenberry 

Wakulla County in 2009 took the posi-
tive step of removing a utilitarian park-
ing lot from the US 319 frontage of the 
county administrative building and in-
stalling a rustic rail fence along the 
highway. The place is in the middle of 
Crawfordville. Sarracenia member and 
then Wakulla County commissioner 
Lynn Artz soon envisioned and initiated 
greater native landscaping of the 120-
foot-long site. 
Ms. Artz called on the expertise of Flor-
ida state parks landscape designer 
David Copps. Native longleaf pine sap-
lings and wiregrass clumps were in-
stalled, this as homage to the indigenous 
culture and ecosystem of the County. 
(Large relic longleaf pines still stick out 
above the oak upgrowth around Craw-
fordville, showing that these installed 
saplings are not out of place.) 
A further phase came to fruition this fall 
after Keep Wakulla County Beautiful 
won a La Florida grant for purchase of 

part of the new scene at admin. building 

 live native plants. KWBC, Ms. Artz, 
garden designer Betsy Smith, Eleanor 
Dietrich of FNPS, and others brought 
together a final landscape design. Sarra-
cenia contributed a little money, which 
bought the ferns in the design, and other 
private donations were made. 
In September, KWBC, the Wakulla High 
School ROTC cadets, and some Sarrace-
nia members turned out for the plant-
ing. They set some 435 plants, including 
125 herbaceous wildflower specimens in 
many species. 
The expenditure was more than $1,500, 
even with the labor free. 
Watch the admin building when you go 
through Crawfordville as the seasons 
unfold in 2015. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


