
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING 

                           MARCH 17, 2015 
—  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

Upcoming Events 

March 2015 
17  Chapter Meeting 

April 
3  Chapter Public Trip by Bike 
     St. Marks NWR 
4  Chapter Public Trip • Bear 
     Creek (Gadsden Co.) 
11  Sopchoppy Worm-Gruntin’ 
     Festival 
18  Wakulla Wildlife Festival 
21  Chapter Meeting 

May 
16  Chapter Trip • Bradwell Bay 
     Wilderness (ANF) 
19  Chapter Meeting 
28  FNPS Conference Start 

 

CHAPTER MEETINGS THIS SPRING 
 

Tues, Mar. 17Tues, Mar. 17Tues, Mar. 17Tues, Mar. 17   Nick Ro  Nick Ro  Nick Ro  Nick Rodruguez, druguez, druguez, druguez, 
FWCCFWCCFWCCFWCC,,,,:  Gopher Tortoise:  Gopher Tortoise:  Gopher Tortoise:  Gopher Tortoise    

Tues., Apr.. 21   Peter Hertl:  Tues., Apr.. 21   Peter Hertl:  Tues., Apr.. 21   Peter Hertl:  Tues., Apr.. 21   Peter Hertl:  
Ground Pearls: Ground Pearls: Ground Pearls: Ground Pearls: The WeirdestThe WeirdestThe WeirdestThe Weirdest I I I In-n-n-n-
sects You Never Heard sects You Never Heard sects You Never Heard sects You Never Heard ofofofof    

Tues., May 19    Loran Anderson:  Tues., May 19    Loran Anderson:  Tues., May 19    Loran Anderson:  Tues., May 19    Loran Anderson:  
Rare Plants of the PanhandleRare Plants of the PanhandleRare Plants of the PanhandleRare Plants of the Panhandle    

 
_____________________________ 

The Sarracenia Chapter meets on the 3rd 
Tuesday of each month September– No-
vember and January–May. Meetings are 
held at 6:30 PM at the Wakulla Public 
Library, Crawfordville, Fla. The public 
is invited. 

 

 

FNPS Conference —May 28–31 Jeannie Brodhead 
The annual FNPS Conference will be 
held in our neck of the woods this year. 
The theme is “Born to Burn,” 
emphasizing the importance of 
prescribed burning to Florida’s natural 
landscape. 
The event, centered in Tallahassee, 
brings the opportunity for us to show 
FNPS members from all over Florida 
parts of that landscape that we’re most 
familiar with. Numerous low-cost or free 
field trips on Thursday, May 28, and 
Sunday, May 31, will bookend the 
Conference. As anticipated in our last  
issue, Sarracenia has stepped up; we’ll 
guide eight field trips FNPS will offer in 
Franklin and Wakulla Counties 
(Magnolia Chapter  guiding other trips). 
FNPS has engaged Wakulla Springs 
Lodge and all its hospitality for a big   
Friday evening social (one of three). 
We’ve reserved three of the iconic cruise 
boats to take our visitors on the jungle 
cruise before they come inside under Mr. 
Ed Ball’s painted ceiling for the flavors 
and grace of the Lodge. 
Thursday night’s social event will be a 
“Meet and Greet” that will be held on 
the 22nd floor of the Florida Capitol. I’ve been there several times during daylight 
hours so it will be a treat to view Tallahassee in all directions from on high at night. 
Informative and fun meetings and presentations will be held on Friday and Saturday 
at the Challenger Learning Center and the Aloft Hotel. I’ve also heard that there will  

cont. p.2, “Conference” 

Spring Chapter Meetings David Roddenberry 

St. Patrick’s Day may not be officially spring, but it’s spring for life around us in 
northern Florida, like wildflowers —and gopher tortoises. We thrill to the fact that 
some of the latter are still around in Sarracenia country. Our feature on March 17 will 
be by the Florida FWCC on that creature’s ecology and status. On April 21, Dr. Peter 
Hertl, researcher at North Carolina State, will present on something perhaps esoteric 
to us, but not to him —the strange insect-and-plant-roots phenomenon of ground 
pearls. And on May 19 a longtime friend of Sarracenia, botanist and professor emeri-
tus Dr. Loran Anderson, will present on rare biota of the Panhandle. 

Perennial Phlox in Florida Dr. George Weaver 

The genus Phlox has many natural species as well as a number of cultivars that are 
widely planted. Some species are annual (e.g., Phlox drummondii, a native to Texas) 
but there are two perennial species that are native to our area and both are relatively 
easy to include in a garden or landscape setting. 

The more common is Phlox divaricata, commonly known as wild blue phlox, woodland 
 cont. p.2, “Phlox” 
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FNPS Conference    continued from p.1 
be a native plant sale and silent auc-
tion. A drawing will be held for a 
quilt depicting the oak leaves of Flor-
ida that was made by one of our 
members.  
Saturday evening’s social will be held 
at Tall Timbers Research Station 
north of Tallahassee. 
The tentative slate of Sarracenia-
guided Conference field trips has — 
Thursday, May 28 
–Rim of Bradwell Bay Wilderness 
–Big Trees of Wakulla Spgs. SP 
–Wakulla River by kayak 
–Tate’s Hell State Forest 
–Leon Sinks Geological Area 
–Bald Point SP 
Sunday, May 31 
–Rim of Bradwell Bay Wilderness 

(repeat 
–Wakulla River by kayak (repeat) 

Conference details and registration 
information should be out soon. We’ll 
pass them straight on to the member-
ship and other contacts. There will be 
need for volunteers in some areas, 
and Sarracenia should do its part. In 
any case, we hope to see all of our 
members in one session or another of 
the 2015 FNPS Conference. 

scene in west edge of Bradwell Bay Wil-
derness, a field trip site 

 
 

�  �  � 

The purpose of the Florida Native 
Plant Society is to preserve, conserve, 
and restore the native plants and 
native plant communities of Florida. 

�  �  � 
 

DIY With Natives 
Linda Smith 

Planting indigenous herbaceous and 
woody plants in our yards is some-
thing we can do that might somewhat 
compensate for habitat loss and dam-
age to certain eco-systems. We can try 
to imitate a particular plant commu-
nity, or to create a new mix of plants 
that strikes our eye, fits a design, or 
attracts certain insects or animals. 
Using natives increases the plants 
that are available to you in any home 
or commercial landscape.  

Native plants are available through 
local retail nurseries. The variety of 
plants they stock or special order can 
improve as demand improves.  The 
end result could be enriched habitat 
for migrating and resident birds, but-
terflies, pollinators and, yes, reptiles 
and mammals. 

Check out these websites and real 
places for detailed information on 
plants that should do well in our 
area: 
•Florida Native Plant Society        
http://www.fnps.org/plants 
•Florida Association of Native Nurs-
eries (FANN)      
http://www.floridanativenurseries.o
rg/plant-communities/  
•Native garden of IFAS Extension 
Office in Crawfordville 
•Native garden by Magnolia Chapter 
of FNPS in Maclay Gardens State 
Park, Tallahassee 
•Native garden by Sarracenia and the 
Iris Garden Club at the Wakulla 
County Library 
•Ask your local Wakulla or Franklin 
County nurseries to steer you to their 
natives, and expect them to know 
about particular associations with 
native wildlife and butterflies. 
•Consult your Wakulla and Franklin 
IFAS Extension offices for more in-
formation about natives. 
Sarracenia hands out the excellent 
Guide for Real Florida Gardeners pub-
lished by FANN. 

bee balm (Monarda) attracting in a 
home garden 

 

More on the Field Trips 

Before we guide the folks coming 
from all around Florida on the 2015 
Conference field trips (also on this 
page), we have the other trips listed 
in the calendar on Page 1.  

Some Sarracenias have enjoyed fre-
quent three- and four-hour, non-
FNPS excursions by bicycle deep into 
St. Marks NWR during recent years. 
Now a ride to savor and photograph 
the flowering of the distinctive and 
elusive sundial lupine (Lupinus peren-
nis) in the Panacea Unit of the Refuge 

is planned for Friday, April 3, as an 
FNPS trip. 

Actually, we’ll not only savor the lu-
pine’s flowering, but also hope to put 
our kickstands down beside more 
occurrences of this plant than we 
presently know about.  

Non-members will be welcomed for 
the ride. You’ll need a bike you can 
ride on deep sands with mild in-
clines. The standard release of liabili-
ties will be required at the trailhead. 
The ride will be four miles or more. 

The very next day,  Saturday, April 4, 
the Chapter plans a walk in the bo-
tanically rich and varied Bear Creek 
Park of the Florida Forest Service, in 
Gadsden County. Sarracenia’s field 
trip coordinator, Dr. George Weaver, 
will guide. 

On Saturday, May 16, Sarracenia will 
conduct an FNPS-members trip to 
one of the places where two weeks 
later we’ll guide an FNPS Conference 
field trip —Bradwell Bay Wilderness. 

To participate in one of these trips, 
email sarracenia.nps@gmail.com  

 

Phlox    continued from p.1 
phlox, or wild sweet William. This 
semi-evergreen perennial has oppo-
site, unstalked, hairy leaves which 
are ovate-lanceolate in shape. The 
epithet divaricata means “with a 
spreading and straggling habit” 
which well describes the appearance 
of this plant. The stoloniferous root 
system often produces small clonal 
colonies or bunches of plants, typi-
cally reaching 12–15 inches tall when 
flowering. 

woodland phlox (P. divaricata) in gar-
den 

The fragrant flowers (sweet but not 
cloying) occur as loose clusters at the 
tips of the stems. The tubular flowers 
are lilac to blue in color with five flat, 
petal-like lobes. These plants bloom 
in our area quite early, nearly as soon 
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as the wild violet Viola odorata, and 
provide a showy splash of color 
when most other native plants are 
still relatively dormant. Although the 
woodland phlox dies back in the win-
ter, it is quite hardy and is listed as a 
native plant for the Eastern U.S. and 
Canada —all the way to the Arctic 
Circle.  This plant can be trans-
planted, grown from seed, or pur-
chased from a local nursery. It typi-
cally takes one growing season to 
establish, flowering in the following 
spring. 

The second species that thrives in our 
area is Phlox pilosa, also known as 
downy or prairie phlox. These plants 
tend to be found in sandhill areas and 
are even more hardy and drought-
tolerant than woodland phlox. 
Downy phlox plants are generally 
upright (not spreading) with a ten-
dency to branch at the tip. The oppo-
site leaves are relatively long (3–4 
inches) and quite narrow. Both the 
stems and leaves are covered with 
hairs and the plant is noticeably 
sticky to the touch (hence the com-
mon “downy” name). Downy phlox 
tends to bloom later than the wood-

land phlox, with flower color ranging 
from pink to white instead of blue. If 
planted adjacent to the woodland 
phlox, the combined inflorescence 
period of the two species can last for 
over a month. 

Once established, both of these spe-
cies have the potential to multiply, 
either through spread of seeds (that 
“explode” from seed capsules) or via 
root extensions (woodland phlox) 
and new sprouts from taproots 
(downy phlox). 

 

Two Festivals Just Ahead 
Look for Sarracenia’s booth at Sop-
choppy’s big street festival, the Sop-
choppy Worm-Gruntin’ Festival, on 
Saturday, April 11, and then at the 
Wakulla Wildlife Festival in Wakulla 
Springs State Park the next Saturday.  
Several of our members are persons 
we first engaged at our booth at one 
of those venues. And indeed we first 
met our presenter for April, Dr. Peter 
Hertl, at one of them. 

The popular paradigm would be that 
educational materials flow from our 

booth, but actually, very valuable 
native-plant information flows both 
in and out. At Wakulla Springs, we 
have customarily been booth-
neighbors with the Magnolia Chap-
ter, whose volunteers on hand are 
always highly knowledgeable. Add 
to this the other native-plant enthusi-
asts who come along, and a rich place 
of exchange is what we have. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


